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AMERICANS CANNOT AFFORD THE $600 BILLION ANNUAL COST OF INACTION ON SOCIAL SECURITY REFORM
The increasingly partisan debate over the need for Social Security reform has ignored a crucial fact:   Each year that Congress fails to fix Social Security, the cost of reform grows by $600 billion [2004 OASDI Trustees Report]. The cost of this hidden gridlock tax is more than $2,000 per year for every American.  

This translates into $1.64 billion per day, $68.3 million per hour and $1.14 million per minute. Just think what could be accomplished if Social Security was reformed now and that $600 billion was available for other important government programs? 
What Else Could the Government Do With $600 Billion from the Gridlock Tax?
· Pay for No Child Left Behind in 34 days.
· Fund the Medicare program in 207 days.
· Fund the Pell Grant Program in 9 days.

· Fund Troops to Teachers in 10 minutes. 

· Pay for “Cover the Kids” health care program in less than 1 day.

· Pay for the Temporary Assistance for Needy Families Program in 30 days.

· Fund Safe and Drug Free schools state grants in 5 hours.

· Fully fund the State Children’s Health Insurance Program in 24 days.

· Pay for the Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief in 9 days. 
· Fund Head Start in 4 days.

· Pay for Individuals with Disabilities Education Improvement Act grants in 7 days.
The need to act now is urgent. 2005 may be the last chance to fix Social Security until after the 2008 election.  With Congressional elections in 2006 and a Presidential election in 2008, it is unlikely either side will allow the other to claim “victory” and take credit for fixing the system.
That puts Social Security reform in 2009---four years and $3.6 trillion away.  The U.S. Government and the American people simply can’t afford to wait that long.
For more information, please visit: www.generationstogether.net
